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Mission Statement:
The mission of the Juniata County Conservation District is to preserve
and promote the effective use of the county’s natural resources
through the provision of timely, coordinated, and professional
guidance and technical assistance to the landowners, land managers,
and residents of Juniata County. In doing so, it is our goal to ensure
that Juniata County’s future is characterized by a healthy
environment, an informed public, a commonsense regulatory climate,
and a coordinated menu of services, information, and regulations.
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PURPOSE

HISTORY
.

The Juniata County Conservation District (JCCD) was organized in 1957 as
a legal subdivision of local and state government and is responsible
under state law for conservation work within the county’s boundary
lines.
The purpose of the district is to resolve land and water-related resource
problems through voluntary compliance with landowners, to enlist and
coordinate help from all public and private sources that can contribute to
accomplishing the district goals, and to educate all citizens on the interrelationships between human activities and the natural environment.
A board of local citizens attuned to local issues manages the district.
Juniata County is governed by a volunteer board of directors comprised
of four (4) farmer directors, three (3) public directors and a county
commissioner director. Meetings are held the fourth Tuesday of each
month; January through October at 7:00 p.m. No meeting is conducted in
November, and the December meeting is conducted at 1:30 pm in
conjunction with an annual directors’ banquet. All meetings are held at
the Ag Service Center located off the Arch Rock Exit of 322 in
Mifflintown. The public is encouraged and welcomed to attend these
meetings.
The district’s effectiveness lies in our ability to network with local, state,
and federal agencies to solve local environmental problems. In most
cases, the district’s obligations to each agency are outlined in a
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU), which clearly states the role of
each party. Common concerns and activities of conservation districts
include cooperation between agencies for developing conservation plans
for landowners, installation of conservation practices, financial costshare for water quality programs, timber management, wildlife
management, conservation education, promotional events, erosion and
sedimentation controls, stream encroachment permits, floodplain
management, nutrient management issues involving the state’s Act 38
Nutrient Management Law, and Ag Land Preservation.
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• To assist landowners and managers
with the technical information and
guidance they need to address the
natural
resources
management
decisions they confront;
• To ensure that environmental
regulations and objectives are achieved
in a user friendly, practical, and, to the
extent possible, voluntary manner;
• To provide educational workshops
and information to ensure that
landowners, managers, and residents in
the county understand, appreciate,
conserve, and protect the county’s
unique natural resources;
• To encourage the effective and
timely coordination and dissemination
of information and resources among
the public agencies and non-profit
organizations that either provide
services to the public or create/enforce
environmental
policy
related
objectives;
• To promote the conservation and
effective use of Juniata County’s land,
waters, forests, soils, wildlife, air, and
other natural resources;
• To collect and distribute relevant
local, county, regional, and state data
and information as appropriate;
• To ensure that citizens, land
managers and owners, and municipal
officials are well informed of their
responsibilities regarding the effective
conservation and use of the county’s
natural resources;
• To provide, as appropriate, projectspecific financial assistance to
landowners and managers to ensure the
county’s and state’s environmental
goals and objectives are met;
• To ensure the continued professional
and fiscal viability of a fully staffed
conservation district office;
• To continually explore evolving
needs and opportunities for helping the
county and its residents meet their
environmental stewardship goals and
objectives.

Juniata County Conservation District Programs
Ag Land Preservation Program

Nutrient management is the
science and practice directed to
link soil, crop, weather, and
hydrologic factors with cultural
irrigation, and soil and water
conservation
practices
to
achieve optimal nutrient use
efficiency, crop yields, crop
quality, and economic returns,
while reducing off-site transport
of nutrients (fertilizer) that may
impact the environment. Delgado
and Lemunyon. “Nutrient Management.” In
Encyclopedia of Soil Science (Vol 2). Ed.
Rattan Lal. CRC Press, 2006. pp 1157-1160.

How do I know which
plan is needed?
• My operation has less than 2
AEU/acre so a manure
management plan is
required.
• My operation has 2-299
AEU/acre so it is a
Concentrated Animal
Operation (CAO) and
requires an ACT 38 plan.
• My operation has 300 or more
AEU/acre so it is a
Concentrated Animal
Feeding Operation (CAFO)
and requires an ACT 38 plan.
AEUs for each type of animal =
[average number of animals on
a typical day that the animals
are there x animal weight (lb) ÷
1,000] x [number of days the
animals are on the operation
per year ÷ 365]

Since 2008, Juniata County Conservation District has administered the Juniata
County Ag Land Preservation Program under the direction of the Juniata County
Agricultural Land Preservation Board on behalf of the Juniata County
Commissioners. The 2021 fiscal year funding levels were $61,333 in state funding
and $15,000.00 in county funding.
The board completed an Agricultural Conservation Easement totaling 56.22 acres
on the Supplee Brothers Farm, LLC., located in Walker and Delaware Townships.
The 2021-22 application opened on December 1, 2021, and will continue
through January 31, 2022.
The Juniata County Agricultural Land Preservation Program has preserved a total
of 24 farms to date with permanent easements, consisting of 19 purchased
easements and five (5) donated easements, totaling 3,076.40 acres. All
preserved farms are inspected annually to ensure compliance with the
Agricultural Conservation Easement requirements.

Nutrient Management Programming
Pennsylvania’s current nutrient management law, ACT 38, went into effect on
October 1, 2006, for the protection of soil and water quality through the
development of nutrient management plans and agricultural Best Management
Practices (BMP’s) on production operations. The State Conservation Commission
(SCC) oversees the county conservation districts’ administration of the program
to regulate nitrogen, phosphorous, and odor management.
All farmers are encouraged to participate; however, livestock operations defined
as a concentrated animal operation (CAO) must comply. A CAO is defined as an
operation with 8 or more animal equivalent units (AEU’s) of total animal units
(AU’s) on the farm and has two or more AEU’s per acre available for manure
application.
In 2021, JCCD wrote two (2) and reviewed and approved 21 ACT 38 Nutrient
Management Plans (NMP’s) and 2 ACT 49 Balance Sheet Reviews. The district’s
staff conducted 51 annual status reviews comprised of 36 CAO’s, 12 CAFO’s and
three (3) VAO’s.

Manure Management Plans
Manure Management Workshops are typically offered twice annually at the Ag
Service Center, but there were none scheduled this year due to building closure.
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Dirt & Gravel, Low Volume Road Program
Working directly with the State Conservation Commission (SCC) and the
Penn State Center for Dirt and Gravel Road Studies, JCCD works with
municipal officials to improve local roads that directly impact
streams. Funding is provided through SCC and allocated to eligible
townships and boroughs through an annual application process.

Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS)
District Conservationist‘s
Juniata County 2021 Report

In 2021, JCCD accepted grant applications throughout the year, reviewing
applications as received. The fall QAB meeting was held on September 1st,
and four (4) DGR applications were voted on.
Three (3) DGR contracts were signed (Greenwood Township, Orchard Road,
Tuscarora Township, Burnt Church Road, Monroe Township, Stoney Run
Road) totaling $110,273 in drainage and driving surface aggregate.
There were two (2) contracts completed in 2021; one (1) project totaling
93,649.54, one (1) LVR project totaling 9,688.70; and (3) DGR projects still in
progress.
JCCD has last updated its DGLVR Quality Assurance Board Policies and
Procedures in December 2020. Contact the district if your township would
like an updated copy.

Molasses Road before DSA

Molasses Road after rolled DSA

Erosion and Sedimentation (E&S) Control Program
JCCD maintains a Level II delegation with the Department of Environmental
Protection (DEP) to administer Chapter 102 of the Pennsylvania Clean
Streams Law for Juniata County. The district reviews E&S Control Plans for
permitted National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) and
non-permitted sites.
In 2021, the district administered seven (7) NPDES permits encompassing
398.97 acres; of which 160.89 were disturbed. The district reviewed and
approved six (6) E&S plans for non-permitted sites of less than one (1) acre.
Additionally, the district is responsible for inspecting earth disturbance sites
for adequate E&S control implementation. Forty-seven (47) inspections
were performed in 2021. JCCD technicians are available to the public for
technical assistance and provided 89 technical assistance reviews.
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❖ Conservation plans were
written for 4851 acres.
❖ Equip has been
implemented on 1298 new
acres under 15 contracts
totaling approximately
$1.45 million
❖ CSP has been implemented
on 5051 new acres under
13 contracts totaling
$779.338.
❖ 12,555 acres in Juniata
County participated in an
NRCS program for
Conservation Applied to
improve Environmental
Quality.

Watershed Protections
Christian Retreat Center (CRC)- JCCD and Juniata Watershed Alliance joined together to plant 110 trees along a pond
bordering the Tuscarora Creek in April, 2021. Trees, tubes, and staking were provided by DCNR’s Landscape Conversion
Initiative.

Riparian Rangers- JCCD, Juniata Watershed Alliance, and the Alliance for the
Chesapeake Bay hosted a Riparian Ranger volunteer training at Zook Dam Project
in Milford Township on June 7, 2021. Riparian Rangers were trained and
provided tools and resources to establish positive landowner relationships to
ensure buffer maintenance is conducted routinely. Nine (9) attendees learned
the proper techniques in straightening tubes and stakes, removing bird
nets,identifying wildlife browse and invasive plants, and proper reporting of tree
mortality, maintenance needs, and damage. Training and equipment were free.
Each volunteer was assigned a local buffer to monitor monthly throughout the
growing season.

If you are interested in learning more about Riparian Rangers, email Mindy Musser at mindymusser@juniataccd.org, call 717-436-4017, or visit https://www.allianceforthebay.org/project/riparianrangers/. Training and equipment are free, and scheduling is flexible. Volunteers must be 18-years or older and
have their own transportation.
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Creative Rain Barrel Gardening Workshops- JCCD hosted three (3) small property stormwater management
workshops on April 28, May 1, and May 19, 2021. Thirty (30) landowners attended in total and received a
free rain barrel and five-foot rain gutter garden, spout connector, potting soil, informational packet, and $10
gift card to Hunters Run Nursery. Financial and other support were provided by a Department of
Environmental Protection Environmental Education Grant.

Buckets of Benefits Field Day: JCCD, NRCS, and Greenbar Farm, LLC hosted a free soil health and conservation
field day and dinner on August 18, 2021, at 6:00 p.m. Despite storms, 27 attended to discuss the benefits of
soil health in production and water quality protection and the effective use of soil health management
practices. NRCS staff demonstrated the new soil health assessment tool buckets available for use at no cost
to producers wanting to evaluate field and soil conditions. Participants witnessed how undergarments, buried
on local farms, can indicate soil health. Financial and other support for this workshop were provided by the
PA Association of Conservation Districts (PACD) through a grant from the PA Department of Environmental
Protection under Section 319 of the Clean Water Act, administered by the US Environmental Protection
Agency.

Juniata County’s
2021 Soil Your
Undies Farmers

Contact NRCS
at 717-4364010 to learn
more about
the free use of
a soil health
tool bucket!
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Recycling

Juniata County Conservation
District held their annual
Electronics Recycling Day on
Saturday, April 24, 2021, and
Tire Recycling Challenge on
September 25, 2021, at the
Juniata County Fairgrounds.
Residents were invited to bring
their unwanted electronics and
tires to be recycled and
repurposed by Responsible
Recycling Services, LLC., of
Kutztown, PA. and Mahantango
Enterprises, Inc., of Liverpool,
PA, respectively.
Electronics Recycling Day drew
an estimated 91 Juniata County
households representing 16 of
17 townships and boroughs
resulting in 11,701 pounds of
electronics collected.

Juniata County Conservation District houses the Juniata County Recycling
Program. Since 2014, JCCD has collected Juniata County municipal and
business recycling reports for submission of mandated annual reporting to
the Department of Environmental Protection. Based on the rate of
recycling conducted by municipalities and businesses, the county is
reimbursed by the state. Those funds support events such as Electronics
Recycling Day, Tire Recycling Challenge, and the Juniata River Cleanup.
In addition to reporting, the recycling coordinator provides resources and
support to businesses, individuals, and municipalities seeking recycling
program opportunities and information and educates the public regarding
recycling trends and practices through a quarterly newspaper column
entitled Think Outside the Bin. JCCD holds membership with Professional
Recyclers of Pennsylvania (PROP) and works closely with Mifflin County
Solid Waste Authority and local recycling service providers.

Recycling Bin Rentals
JCCD has six (6) 32-gallon recycling bins with single stream lids available
for use by Juniata County agencies and residents hosting public events.
The agency or event representative is responsible for the delivery and
expense of recycling, but the use of bins is free.

Tire Recycling Challenge had an
estimated 56 Juniata County
households
in
attendance
representing 15 townships and
boroughs resulting in 1,193 tires
collected.
Many thanks are extended to all
who participated and to the
Juniata County Agricultural
Society for the use of the
fairgrounds.

There is no cost to reserve bins.
Contact the recycling coordinator at 717-436-4017.

7

The 2021 fair display
showcased the projects of
the Dirt & Gravel and Low
Volume Roads program, as
well as, the district’s
programs, upcoming events,
and volunteer opportunities.
Handouts included a Dirt &
Gravel/Low Volume Road
travel tool kit, pamphlets,
stormwater
management
bookmarkers, and the 2020
annual report. Visit us in the
commercial building at the
2022 Juniata County Fair

National Night Out is an annual
community building campaign that
promotes
police/community
partnerships and neighborhood
camaraderie. JCCD hosted Creature
Feature during the event to teach
children wildlife identification and
safety.

JCCD and Mifflin County Conservation District presented Creature
Feature at the Juniata River Valley Visitor’s Bureau Festival of Ice on
December 2 & 3, 2021 in Downtown Lewistown. Visitors enjoyed
learning about and identifying Pennsylvania wildlife by their pelts
and pawprints. Educational booth materials were provided by
Snyder County Conservation District and the PA Game Commission.
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Engaging Youth
Envirothon- Biennially, JCCD hosts the Mifflin/Juniata Envirothon in the spring. The environmental
competition is open to all students in grades nine through 12. A team of five (5) students competes locally,
and the winning team advances to the state Envirothon competition. In 2021, two (2) Juniata High School
teams were registered to compete virtually in the five (5) environmental testing stations: wildlife, forestry,
soils, aquatics, and the current issue. Members of the winning team, Green Gang, were each awarded a $400
scholarship to be collected upon their graduation. The Envirothon Scholarship Fund is funded and
administered by the Juniata County Conservation District Board of Directors.

JHS Green Gang: Emily Erdman, Kaylyn Walters,
Katie Hart, Brant Walters, and Grace Foltz

JHS Fish Flops: Hayley Mummah, Cora
Musser, Jonathan Kauffman and Ava Shearer
(absent: Shalelyn Armstrong)

Sonbeam Early Learning Center Saves Water!
JCCD joined 25 students and staff to share the story, Why Should I Save Water?, to demonstrate the many
ways nonpoint source pollution occurs, and the simple ways water pollution prevention and conservation can
be practiced at home no matter one’s age!
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Juniata County Conservation District joined more than 30 of our
friends at the Juniata County Library for summer reading! With the
younger children, we examined bird nests of all makes and models,
read A Nest Full of Eggs, and created our own bird nests to take
home. The older children learned about the owl’s unique digestive
system and dissected owl pellets. Owl pellet dissection was so
popular, we needed a second workshop to meet the demand!

Fayette Area Lions’ Den Conservation Camp
JCCD was invited to the Fayette Area Lions’ Den Conservation Camp to
teach 40 campers and counselors the importance of conservation. With
hands-on, interactive activities, conservation staff taught the campers the
importance of habitat and animal conservation as it pertains to bats in PA,
the importance of soil and water conservation including easy ways to
protect our water and soil from pollution and overuse, and the dire need
for pollinator conservation to protect insect habitat and our own food
production!
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Juniata River Day
Thirty (30) Juniata High School football players, coaches, and community
volunteers removed trash and 125 tires from two miles of the Juniata River on
July 28, 2021. In addition to clearing the river of unwanted debris, the group
planted 36 trees and shrubs along the riverbanks of Mifflin and Mifflintown
Boroughs and weeded the areas surrounding the walking bridge. Financial and
other support were provided by Keep Juniata County Beautiful and JCCD. Trees
and shrubs were provided by Snyder County Conservation District.
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Snyder - Juniata Kids’ Enviro Camp
Basom Park, Richfield
August 9-13, 2021
Fifty-four (54) Juniata and Snyder County students entering first through fourth grades registered for the first
Kids’ Enviro Camp to enjoy hands-on, interactive activities such as stream investigations, fishing
demonstrations, wildlife scavenger hunts, terrarium and birdhouse construction, owl pellet dissection, snacks,
games, crafts and more-all related to water, wildlife, soil, and forestry conservation!
Day One: Aquatics with special guests, WCO, Richard Morder and Trout Unlimited

Day Two: Wildlife with special guests, Game Commissioner Tim Wenrich and Environmental Engineer Josh Glace

Day Three: Soils!

Day Four: Forestry with special guest John Portzline, DCNR District Forester
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Snyder - Juniata Kids’ Enviro Camp Family Night

Participants invited their families to join them on Family Night to install bluebird boxes, plant trees, and to
review all the environmental fun facts learned throughout the week in conservation jeopardy.
Snyder-Juniata Kids’ Enviro Camp will be held at Basom Memorial Park June 13-17, 2022, from
6:00-8:00 p.m. for Snyder and Juniata County children entering first through fourth grades.
Registration information will be sent home at the close of the school year and provided at
https://www.facebook.com/juniataccd.
Financial and other support for Snyder-Juniata Kids’ Enviro Camp is provided by the Department of
Environmental Protection’s 2021 Environmental Education Grants Program.
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2021 In Review
Juniata Watershed Alliance thanks the board, members, and volunteers for
their ongoing commitment.
• BHE GT&S Watershed Mini Grant: JWA applied for funding to initiate a
stream monitoring program. Three (3) watersheds with active plans
for stream restoration and/or riparian buffer installations have been
identified for long-term, consistent stream health monitoring. While
the grant winners have not been named, JWA was supported in the
application by Penns Creek Chapter 119 of Trout Unlimited and the
Juniata County Conservation District.
• Juniata Christian School (JCS) Riparian Buffer: JWA teams with JCS
Garden Club to maintain and replant the two-acre riparian buffer.
• Earth Day 2021: JWA participated in the Department of Conservation
and Natural Resources (DCNR)/ PA Fish and Boat Commission’s
riparian buffer planting at three (3) boat access areas on the Juniata
River; Mifflintown, Walker, and Muskrat Springs.
• Keep Pennsylvania Beautiful: JWA hosted the Canal House Bunny Trail
clean-up at the Canal House Trail in April. Despite the less than springlike weather, 20 participants attended and collected 30+ bags of trash
and 18 tires.
• Riparian Buffer Month Proclamation: JWA and Juniata County
Commissioners signed a proclamation naming October as Riparian
Buffer Month in Juniata County.
• Christian Retreat Center (CRC) Riparian Buffer: JWA volunteered to
plant 110 trees at CRC and participate in an educational, online video
to educate the public about the benefits of stormwater management.
• Outreach:
o The Fayette Area Lions’ Den hosted Conservation Camp to
introduce children to conservation. JWA led children in
playing games, hands-on pollinator experiments, and in
making seed bombs to plant their own pollinator gardens.
o JWA volunteers provided tools and technical support at
Juniata River Day, a river clean up and buffer planting event
held with Juniata High School Football, Mifflin and Mifflintown
Boroughs, and JCCD.
o JWA volunteered as team and station leaders at SnyderJuniata Kids’ Enviro Camp at Basom Memorial Park.
o JWA presented an informational display and raffled a rain
barrel at the Juniata County Fair.
JWA looks forward to continued growth in 2022. If you are interested in
volunteering, planning events, or becoming a member, contact Nancy Crago at
ncrago@pa.net.
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Conservation Sales!
Locally handcrafted items are
available for purchase at the
conservation district. Proceeds are
used for the purchase of employee
work apparel.
Available for sale each week day
from 8:00 a.m. until 4:30 p.m.:
• Bluebird Box
$15.00
• Bat House
$26.50
• Wood Duck Box $45.00
• Rain Barrel
$45.00
In 2021, 11 rain barrels and two
bluebird boxes were sold.

NEED A CARBIDE TIPPED GRADER BLADE?

The JCCD Grader Blade is eligible for
usage in Juniata, Mifflin, Snyder,
Perry and Huntingdon Counties. The
district borrowing the blade will be
intermediary and will be responsible
for getting and returning the blade
to the JCCD office. To obtain the
blade, notify JCCD to schedule. The
blade can be reserved for no more
than five (5) consecutive workdays
at a time if another township has
also requested its use. Reservations
are on a first-come, first served
basis.
RENTAL FEE: $10 per day

COUNTYWIDE ACTION PLANS
As a result of Governor Wolf’s
$17.4 million grant funding
announcement to improve
local water quality for the
Chesapeake Bay Watershed,
Tri-County Regional Planning
Commission was awarded
$1,877,315 for Dauphin, Perry,
Mifflin, and Juniata Counties
to improve the health of local
streams, rivers, and lakes by
reducing nutrient and
sediment pollution. The
funding supports the
coordination and
implementation of Countywide
Action Plan (CAP) projects and
the verification of existing best
management practices (BMPs).
How does this benefit
Juniata County?

Community planning ensures
the individualized needs of
each county are met using
available resources. CAP is not
establishing new regulations
but working to empower
localities to lead in identifying
pollution and flood reduction
solutions and identifying grant
funding
and
cost-share
opportunities
for
the
improvement of local water
quality.

https://www.facebook.com/KeepJuniataCountyBeautiful
Keep Pennsylvania Beautiful (KPB) strives to achieve a clean, beautiful
Pennsylvania by empowering residents. Keep Juniata County Beautiful is
an affiliate of KPB and is administered by the conservation district office.
JCCD has adopted a two-mile strip of Old Route 22. COVID-19 On May 26,
2021, staff cleared 15 bags of roadside trash from the route.
Keep Juniata County Beautiful registered one (1) volunteer group for Pick
Up PA. Juniata Watershed Alliance (JWA) hosted the Canal House Bunny
Trail Clean Up on April 2, 2021 as a Pick Up PA event. Twenty (20)
volunteers of all ages removed 30 bags of trash, a television, and 18 tires
from the two-mile stretch of roadway while also hunting prize Easter
eggs. PennDOT provides all trash bags, safety vests, gloves, and pickers
to those who enroll between March 31st and May 1st. Fermanagh
Township provided trash, tire, and electronic disposal.
To learn how you can become involved in Pick Up PA and other clean up
events, email mindy-musser@juniataccd.org, call 717-436-4017, or visit
https://www.keeppabeautiful.org/programs/pick-up-pa/.

To learn more, visit DEP.pa.gov
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Cooperating Agency Contacts
Farm Service Agency (FSA)
• Bobby Jo Zimmerman, CED

717-436-4008

Farm Loan Program
• Robert Zeigler, Farm Loan Officer

717-436-4003

Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)
• Melissa Erdman, District Conservationist

Mark Your Calendar
717-436-4010

❖ Ag Land Preservation
Application Opening:

Penn State Extension
• Jeff Hackenberg, Client Relationship Manager 814-409-7977

o

❖

Juniata Watershed Alliance
• Julie Hurst, President

717-808-8020

Contact Us
146 Stoney Creek Drive, Suite 4
Mifflintown, PA 17059
(717)-436-8953, ext. 5
Email:
juniataccd@juniataccd.org
Website:
http://juniataccd.org/
Social Media:
https://www.facebook.com/juniataccd

Need Environmentally Sensitive Maintenance (ESM) Certified?
In order for a municipality to apply for a 2022 Dirt and Gravel/Low Volume
Road grant, they must first attend an ESM training to become certified.
Register today for certification!

2021-2022 ESM VIRTUAL TRAININGS
January 18-19, 2021
February 15-16, 2021
March 15-16, 2021
In-person Meetings TBD

December 1, 2022January 31, 2023

Manure Hauler 3, Broker 1 or
2 Training:
o March 16-17, 2022visit paplants.pa.gov

❖ Manure Management
Workshops:
o February 17, 2022
o March 8, 2022
❖ Ag Agency Breakfast
o April 20, 2022
o October 19, 2022

❖ Pick-Up PA:
o March 1May 31, 2022
❖ Mifflin/Juniata Envirothon
o April 26, 2022
❖ Electronics Recycling Day
o April 23, 2022
❖ Snyder-Juniata Kids’ Enviro
Camp
o June 13-17, 2022

❖ Juniata River Day
o July 2022
❖ Juniata County Fair
o September 4, 2022

Register at: www.dirtandgravel.psu.edu/education-andtrainings/esm-course
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❖ Tire Recycling Challenge
o

September 24, 2022

